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Honoring Cheryl Sitterly During Support Staff Week 

  
Cheryl Sitterly is being recognized for her 44 years of service for Ponca City Public Schools during Support Staff Week. 
Cheryl is administrative secretary for the Ponca City Child Nutrition Program. 
  
Cheryl started as the financial secretary at Po-Hi in 1980 under principal Bill Hicks and assistant principal Paul Ingersol. 
“In the finance office, I kept all of the high school accounts including all of the activity accounts of which athletics was 
biggest. A fun challenge in that office was keeping a chart of the high school football stadium and assigning reserved 
seats,” said Cheryl. “It was enjoyable interacting with the community as they were so grateful for their reserved seats for 
another football season.” 
  
During the 1985-1986 school year, she interviewed for the registrar position at West Middle School. “The transition from 
high school students to middle school students was a bit of a shock. There was a maturity gap that I finally got used to 
and then fell in love with each of my 600 kiddos,” said Cheryl. “One other thing that surprised me is that some of the West 
teachers still liked to run copies of their tests on the mimeograph duplicating machine. Anyone who went to school in the 
50s through the early 80s will remember that purple ink. The first things kids would do is put the paper to their face and 
sniff! Do any of you recall that distinctive methanol and isopropanol smell?” 
  
In 1992 she had the opportunity to be an administrative secretary with the Ponca City Child Nutrition Programs. “It was not 
what I thought it would be,” said Cheryl. “I was aware that we would be setting up a new computer system in all of our 
school cafeterias, and that there would be a lot of data entry, district and state reporting, time sheets and accounting. But 
this program director is a hurricane by the name of Jeff Denton,” said Cheryl. “There was all of the business as usual but 
there was a lot more of things that were far more reaching. Right out of the gate, every week I was entertained by Jeff as 
Mr. Will Fill Yourtummy on the local radio talking about the school lunch program. We did a locally broadcast TV show 
with the Okie Chef and featured our Ponca City students as guest chefs. We had a larger than life-sized green dinosaur  
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mascot named Nutrition Ed that we each took turns wearing when visiting elementary schools and doing skits. Talk about 
skits … our crazy team welcomed any opportunity to perform at school assemblies and compete at state conferences.” 
  
“For two decades Ponca City CNP, led by Jeff Denton and Liz Glazer, have been full on involved in the Oklahoma School 
Nutrition Association, and by their leadership our. whole team joined and have held positions ranging from Oklahoma SNA 
President to numerous state board seats,” said Cheryl. 
  
He also notes that Campus Mart Catering has taken her way out of her comfort zone. “There was so much to learn,” said 
Cheryl. “The opportunity of being involved in a small way with the fabulous Teacher of the Year banquets prepared by our 
talented cafeteria staff gives me great satisfaction.” 
  
“It is all very educational and entertaining, but even more than that, it has given me a myriad of experiences that helped 
me grow as a person and make lifelong friendships.” 
  
At the end of this school year, Cheryl will have completed 30 years with CNP. “I would say that I have found my forever 
home.” 
  
Q&A with Cheryl: 
Why did you decide to go into the education field? 
I have always loved school.  I love the culture.   I was excited to be hired by the Ponca City Schools, I knew that this is 
where I would fit in.  Just think about it, whether student or staff, when you come to school every morning there is 
comradery, history, literature, music, art, sports and lunch! What’s not to like? 
  
What has kept you here so long? 
We moved to Ponca City in 1980 and bought our home.  The plan was that I would work at Ponca City Schools for three 
years and then we would build our home on our ranch in Pawnee County.  But life in this community was established.  My 
husband, Phil, joined the Elks and was a member of the American Legion and our son Kevin, was on the Ponca City Jr. 
High and Sr. High Wrestling and Football teams.  Our son, Keith, found his niche with the Debate Team and competing 
with T.E.A.M. (Tests of Engineering Aptitude Math and Science) with his coach Mr. Gelmers. The boys were busy and 
happy in Ponca City Schools.  I enjoyed being a part the Ponca City Association of Educational Office Personnel Zone 
10.  We networked with other secretaries in our state and hosted many of the Zone meetings and put together a cookbook 
to distribute to all of our guests. I was president of the Oklahoma Educational Support Personnel, which kept abreast of all 
legislation concerning school support personnel and I was also President one year with Beta Sigma Phi Eta Delta 
Sorority. Saint Mary’s Catholic Church has been my home church for 40 years, and Keith attended elementary school 
there under Principal Sister Rita Marie. It was clear that Ponca City is where we were meant to be. 
 


